DEFENCE INDUSTRIALCORRIDOR

BrahMos unit to be set up in Lucknow,
will produce 80-100 missiles ayear

The cruise missileforms a crucial part of India’s arsenal; the manufacturing unit to costX300 crore

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, MAY 8

AIMINGTO turn the state into a
“defence production hub”, both
the Uttar Pradesh government
and the Defence Ministry have
shifted their focus to the Uttar
Pradesh Defence Industrial
Corridor projed, with aBrahMos
Missile unit ready forinaugura-
tiononMay 11

The state is also preparing o
allot the second phase of land
parcels under the project in
Aligarh. Theexisting land parcels
in three nodes — Lucknow,
Kanpur and Aligarh — have al-
ready been allotted with a team
of officials led by the Chief
Secretary Manoj Kumar camp-
ing in Greek capital Athens to
draw more investment to the
state's defence sector,

On May 11, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh will inaugurate a
BrahMos missile manufacturing
urit in Lucknow whose target is
to produce 80 to 100 missiles an-
nually. The unit,whose founda-
tion stone was laid in 2021, is
part of a Defence Industrial
Corridor that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had announced
in 2018 during the global in-
vestors' surmimil.

“The inauguration of the
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Brahmos, the supersonic cruise missile, hasbeen
operationalised in all three wings of Indian armed forces. Fite

BrahMos unit worth Rs 300
crorewill certainly be abig boost
to the project in the state. About
1,600 hectaresof land have been
allotted for thedefence corridor
project in the first phase, with
big companies having already
signed MOUs. We are alsoin
talks with BHEL for one of its
units to come here,” said a sen-
ior government office at Uttar
Pradesh Expressways Industrial
Development Authority { UP-
IEDA ), which is the nodal agency
for the project.

While about 80 acres have
been allocated for the BrahMos
unit, a total of 117 hectares have
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been allotted to 12 companiesin
the Lucknow node that also in-
cludes Aerolloy Technologies,
whose products, officials
claimed, were used inspace mis-
sions such as Chandrayaan as
well as in fighter aircraft.

The defence corridor, which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced during the 2018
global investor summit in the
state, has six nodes: Lucknow,
Kanpur, Aligarh, Agra Jhansi, and
Chitrakoot.

According to state govern-
ment officials, the Adityanath
government is preparing to
launch the second phase of

granting land parcels under the
project in Aligarh. Existing land
parcels in Lucknow, Kanpur and
Aligarh have already beenallot-
ted. Almost halfof the land bank
inJhansi, which is one of the
bigeest nodes with 1,000
hectares of land, has also been
saturated, With this, about 60%
of the land for the total project
has been allotted.

Government officials saidef-
forts were also going on to get
more investors for the
Chitrakoat nodeinBundelkhand
and the remaining stretch in
Jhansi, considering highdemand
for land parcelsby defence sector
units in Aligarh. The govern-
ment, which initially earmarked
200 acresofland in the district, is
now all set to offer another 200
acres in the second phase, While
thereweresome hiccupsinAgra
due torestrictions in place be-
cause of the Taj Trapezium Zone
— adesignated area of approxi-
mately 10,400 square km
around the Taj Mahal established
to protect the monument from
pollution — officials said theis-
sues with land banks had been
resolved.

While the units in these
nodes are in different phases of
completion, the inauguration of
the BrahMos unitisallset to give
the entire project a lift, accord-
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ing to officials. Apart from
BrahMos Aerospace and
Aerolloy  Technologies in
Lucknow, the other majorcom-
panies that have proposed in-
vestment are Bharat Dynamics,
Armoured Vehicles Nigam, Tata
Technologies, Global Engineers,
and WB Electronics India in
Jhansi node; Adani Defence
Systems & Technologies, Ananth
Technologies, and Genser
Aerospace in Kanpur, and
Anchor Research Labs LLP and
Amitec Electronics in Aligarh.
Officials said both IT Kanpur
and ITBHU in Varanasi had been
roped in ascentresofexcellence
for the project for various re-
search and development needs.
Officials said they had already re-
ceived more than Rs 28,000
aoreof investment proposals for
different nodes of the project
and are showcasing the project
for more investment as well.
Meanwhile, the government
sai that so far, 170 Mols have
been signed and land has been
given on lease to 57 investors. It
further stated that while the
Jhansi node of the defence corri-
doris being developed as the
centrefor explosives and ammu-
nition-related units, Kanpur
node will be for small arms and
bulletproof jackets, and Aligarh
fordrones among others.
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