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Uttar Pradesh, whichclocked 480
million tourists in2023, more than
anyoltherstate and an increase of 50
percentover 2022, hopesto increase
Lhis number 1o 800 million by 2028.
The recipe forthis increasc includes
agastronomicalingredient.

The Yogi Adityanath
government inthestate
islookinglocurate a
networkof 1,001 dhabas
(small local eateries)

The state

government has

recipe

Dhabas to whet tourists’ appetite in Uttar Pradesh

The Yogi Adityanath government in the state is looking to curate a
network of 1,001 dhabas (small local eateries) dotting the state’s major

national and state highways

75districts. The Lourism deparunent
will partner with private companies
[orimparting culinary training and
skillingof thestaffassociated with
these restaurants,
UPlourismsector'sgross value
added (GVA) was
peggedal 4,000 crore
in2022-23, and thestate
aimstoachievea GVA

dotting thestate's identified tourism ol 70,000 crore
majornational and as a key sector to by 2028.

state highways. The fuel its ambition Afterthe

state tourism of becoming a redevelopment ofthe
department has trillion-dollar Kashi Vishwanath
alreadyidentified the economy Dham in Varanasiand

dhabas for revamp. A

processof registration
willstartsoon for

providing them with 251030 per
centsubsidyunderthe UPTourism
Policy2022.

Thestategovernment has
identified tourism asa keysector to
fuel itsambition of becominga
trillion dollareconomy. The state
received tourism related project
proposals worth¥60,000crore at Lhe
Ul Global Investors Sumimit in
Iebruary2023.

UPtourism and Culture Minister
Jaiveer Singh has tasked officials
withdrawingupalist ofeligible
dhabas flanking major highways
and routes crisscrossing Lhe stale's

theconsecrationofthe

Ram templein

Ayodhya, UP has
wilnessed asurge in spiritual and
religious tourism. Thestate also
expectsafoottall of almost 400
million tocongregate during the
Prayagraj Mahakumbhin
Jan-Feb 2025,

“UPis fast-developinginthe
tourism domain. Lakhs of people
visil the major lourist centres of
Ayodhya, Kashi, Mathura, Buddhist
Circuit, ete, onadaily basis,”

Singh added.

ITesaid the government was
rampingup tourism infrastructure
sothattourists did not face hassles
and wereoffered the best services in

termsol hospitality, lodging,
and food.

Theselected dhabas will be
cexpected topromote the state's
cultural heritage and localcuisines
while providing a congenial
ambicncewithtopclass cleanliness,
sanitation, and atmospherics.

Mecanwhile, the UP tourism
department has exhorted restaurant
and dhabaoperators Lo partner the
state under the project. The state
planstoadd 200,000 new hotel
roomstoits hospitality inventory,
especially in the hotspotsol
Varanasi, Ayodhya, Prayagraj, Agra,
Mathura, Gorakhpur, and the
Buddhist Circuit, The roomswould
be added by way of hotels, resorts,
homestays, and guest houses

Last month, UPTourism joined
handswith MakeMy ['rip, whichwill
work as astralegic partner providing
insightson consumer trends, tourist
preferences, and supplyside
information.

“Travelerssearch for
informationon theinternet belore
and during trips. Scarch engines
reveal whethera tourist'sinterest
leans lowards eco-lourism,
adventure lourism, spiritual
tourism, ete,” UP Tourism and
Culture Principal Secretary Mukesh
Kumar Meshram said earlier.




