IBM’s software lab in Lucknow to focus on ‘Al for GovTech’

With IIT Kanpur, IT BHU
and [TM Lucknow in UP,
there is no better eco
system for the talent pool,
says top [BM official, lauds
state govt's support
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LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
governmentsattempt to develop
Lucknow as an Al [Artificial
Intelligence) City = going to geta
boostas IT giant IBM is ail sef to
start {ts software labin Lucknow
by 2025-cnd. Aiming to tap the
young talent in the swate, IBM's
main focus for their upcoming
softwanre lab in Lucknow will be
on Al for GovTech.

Speaking o HT in Lucknow
on Monday, Vishal Chahal, vice
president, IBM [ndin Software
Lab, said, “The identlication of

place has been addressed but
IBM has a very strict proocol
towards safety and employee
safety specification in our office,
that is under way now, Theplaee
that kas been selected for setting
up the software kb isa facility in
Ansals bediind Lulu Mall. We are
hopelul to start operatlons at
IBM Software Lab in Lucknow
Ly thwe end of this year,”

“Alfor Geviech isour focus at
the moment, which means appli-
cation of generative Al in gov-
ermment’s efficiency and produc-
thvity. We are focussing on Luc-
know for that purpose and also
we have plsmsglruur innovation
centre in Licknow soon. 5o that
those set of solutions, platforms
and technologies can be driven
from here. The government has
already declared that they intend
to develop itas an Al City and |
am proud to sav that we make
that a reality and participate
with talent here locally,” e said,
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Award eeremony of the hacknthon orgamised in collaboration
with AKTU underway in Lucknow on Monday. HT

“Apart from the nornal sofl-
ware business that we do along
with world class products and
platforms, Al for GovTech will
be done specifically from Luc-
know. The government of UP
hias been very. very supportive in

hackatlon that was coganised in
collaboration with AKTLL
Asked what made IBM skip
cities like Noida and Gurugram
and focus on Lucknow insteail,
Chahal said, “As 2 software busi-
nessir is nota city that drives us,

providing all the help with
the policy. The UP Government
has also been very helplul in
connecting us o academia.”
added Chahal, who was in Luc-
know for avard ceremony of te

it be the talent
and skill level of the people. At
the moment we are already
présent in Bengaluru, Chennai,
Pune, Hyderabad, Gandhinagar
(gift city) and also in Kochi.

Lucknow will be our seventh
lnb,”

“We felt that we actually do
not have a large presence ina
mlent poal eluster around this
Tegion geogTa ly. In UP, we
hawe 1T Kanpur, 1T BHU, T,
IIM Lucknow, there could not
Thave been abeter eco syswem for
the talent poal. For us the strate-
gic decision was simple, let's go
where the talent lies. Secondly,
we found very positive intent
from UP government, they have
been very forthooming in help-
ing us set up and helping us in
connecting with the right set of
colleges, The policies of govern:
ment have alsa been very sup-
portive for us and of course the
incentives which help in setting
up facilities.” Chahal said.

Chahal had miet chielf minister
Yogi Adityanath a few months
back and was highly impressed
by the keenness of the govern-
ment o help IT firme,
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of generative Al in
government’s efficiency
and productivity

o We are focussing on
Lucknow for that
purpose

«The government has
already declared that
they intend to develop it
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STUDENT HACKATHON WINNERS FELICITATED

18M, in wollzboration with D
AP Abetul Kalkam Techrieal
University (AKTU) and the
Uttar Pradesh government,
conducted a student
hackathan Prarambh 2025,
aimed at accelerating the Al
City in Lucknow” init:ative,
samacihan Al from GL Baja)
(AKTUI}, Mosaic from Shiv
Madar Unwversity (ERA
University) and Byte Kaights
from Pranveer Singh Institute
of Technology emerged as
winners for their innovative
solutsans demorstrating
exceptional reativity skilland
teamwork

The winning teams were
telicitated at a function heid
ata prominent hotel in
Lucknow, presided avar by
Anuraq Yaday, A5, prncspal

secretary, department of
Infarmatian technalogy and
electronics, government of
Uttar Pradesh, heha Jin, 145,
special secretary, MO,
UPDESCO, Information
technology and elacironics
department, govemment of
Uttar Pradesh Neelam
Srivastava, dean Training &
Pacement, Dr AP Abdul
Kalam Techrical University
and Vishal Chahal, vice
president, [BM India Saftware
Labs, As many as 1400
students registered for this
hackathon.

Participants weme invited to
develog Al-powerad solutions
that address key societal
challenges and enharce
ditizen-centric services in
LUttar Pradesh




