Noida crowned cleanest city in its
category in Super Swachh League
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NOIDA: [n a shining moment,
Noida was ranked the cleanest
city in India in the 300,000 to 1
million pepulation category in
the Union housing and urban
affairs ministry's "Super Swachh
League Cities 2024-25" for its
measures for cleanliness and
sanitation in the city.

Noida managed to outpace
Chandigarh, Mysuru, Ujjain, Gan-
dhinagar and Guntur for the top
spot in its category.

The award, presented by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu in New
Delhi on Thursday, was received
by Uttar Pradesh energy minister
Arvind Kumar Sharma, accompa-
nied by Noida Authority CEO
Lokesh M and additional CEO
Sanjay Kumar Khatri.

This latest recognition places
Noida at the top of the “Super
Swachh League,” a new best-of-
best category introduced under
the Swachh Survekshan frame-
work in 2024-25 by Union minis-
ter Manohar Lal. The league fea-
tures cities that consistently rank
among the top performers in
cleanliness and sanitation over
multiple years,

To qualify, citics must have
secured a top-three rank at least
once in the past three years and
be in the top 20% in their cate-
gory in the currentsurvey. Noida,
which has been consistently per-
forming well in previous years,
was inducted into this elite group
alongside Indore, Navi Mumbai,
NDMC, and others.

Coordinated effort
Spanning 20,000 hectares, Noida
comprises 165 sectors and 81 villa-
ges. The Noida Authority eredits
its top rank to a multi-pronged
cleanliness strategy — ranging
from advanced waste manage-
ment to intensive Awareness cam-
paigns and tech-enabled sanita-
tion tracking,

“This award validates the tire-
less work of our sanitation teams,
health department, and citizens.
We would like to thank the citi-
zens, social welfare associations,
health departmentand the entire
teamn that put together this suc-
cess,” said Lolesh M, chief execu-
tive officer of the Noida autherity.
“We had the pressure to perform
and retain our position — now we
have the added challenge of main-
taining this top rank.”

Noida produces about 1,200
mietric tonnes of waste daily.
Since 2018, door-to-door waste

collection has been carried out
using 300 vehicles and 30 com-
pactors. Waste is segregated,
treated, and transporied using
GPS-monitored systems, Workers
are tracked through a control
room set upin Sector 94.

Over the past four years, the
authority has constructed 80 com-
mumnity toilets, 150 public toilets,
20 pink toilets (exclusively for
women), and 150 urinals. These
efforts have been key toeliminat-
ing open defecation and improv-
ing hygiene across residential,
commercial, and rural zones.

To encourage houschold-level
compasting, the authority distrib-
uted 40,000 compost kits. Nearly
3.000 dusthins were installed
across public areas,anda bio-re-
mediation plant in Sector 145
(spanning 20,000 sq. m) helps
process legacy waste.

Officials say cleanliness is
closely monitored through regu-
lar field visits and data-driven
adjustments.

In the rur-up to the survey, the
city intensified its campaigns
against single-use plastic, selzed
non-compliant materials, and
ensured no untreated waste
entered drains, Officials said they
are now using Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) funds to fur-
ther enhance infrastructure and
aim fora plastic-free city.

“Public feedback was a major
factor,” said Lokesh M. “We lis-
tened to complaints and refined
our efforts based on citizen input
— that played a huge role in
boosting our score.”

Neighbours falter

While Noida surged to the top,
neighbouring urban centres like
Greater Noida and Yarmuna City
did not participate in the Super
Swachh rankings this year.
Municipal towns like Dadri and
Jewar took part but lagged in per-
formance.

Jewar — where the Noida
International Airport is under
construction — was ranked 462
nationally (and 271 within Uttar
Pradesh) in the 20,000-50,000
population category. According to
the survey report, Jewar has cov-
ered only 30% of its area in door-
to-door waste collection and
achieved a meagre 18% in source
segregation. Waste remediation is
yet to begin.

Dadri, with a population
between 50,000 and 300,000,
fared better, securing the 86th
national rank and 30th in Uttar
Pradesh. Dadri achieved 100%
door-to-door waste collection and
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How Noida fared y
Noida was ranked the cleanest city in India in the 300,000
to 1 million population category
Parameter Noida Ghaziabad = Gurugram
g cities Mn-+cities Big cities
Garbage management 5 stars 5 stars No stars
Door-to-door waste collection ~ 98% 98% 59%
Open defecation Water+ Water+ Water+
Source segregation 82% 56% 10%
Waste processing 86% 91% 98%
National rank SuperSwachh 11
League*

*Cities that secured a top-three rank at least oriea
in the past three years and were in the top 20% in

thelr category in the current survey

99% waste processing, though its
waste segregation and dump
remediation stood at 49% and
47%, respectively.

Rabupura, where the upcoming
Yamuna Film City is being devel-
oped, had a disappointing per-
formance. It scored just 3% in
waste segregation and (% in dump
remediation. Ranked 708 nation-
ally and 429 within UP in the
under-20,000 category, it man-
aged full marks only in deanliness
of residential and market areas,

Looking ahead
For Noida, the recognition is both
amilestone anda motivator, Offi-
cials say the next step is to build
on the current systems, bring
more innovation into waste proc-
essing, and maintain the toprank
through citizen engagement.
“We've shown what coordi-
nated effort, technology. and citi-
zen participation can achieve,”
said Lokesh M. “Now the real test

begins— staying ontop.”
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GHAZIABAD: The Ghazlabad
municipal corporation under the
Swachh Survekshan 2024-25
secured Ilth rank in the list of cit-
ies having a population of over 1
million, improving its position
from 38 in 2023 when it was
grouped under the category of
cities having a population of
more than 0.1 million,

The results were declared by
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs. The corporation
secured 3rd rank in Uttar Pra-
desh, among cities having a pop-
ulation of more than | million.

The two other cities include
municipal corporations of Lue-
know and Agra at 1 and 2 spots,
respectively.

“We have improved our
national rank to 11 this year and

improved our garbage-free city
(GFC) ranking [rom last year's
rating of 3 to 5 this year, and
strive to achieve the highesi rat-
ing of 7. Likewise, we have also
improved our open defecation
free++ (ODF++) status to the
Water Plus category,” said Mith-
ilesh Kumar, the corporation’s
city health officer.

This time, the city secured
100% scores in each of the
benchmarks of remediation of
dumpsites, cleanliness of resi-
dential areas, cleanliness of mar-
ket areas, and cleanliness of
water bodies, It also scored 98%
in door-to-door collection of
waste; 91% in waste generation
and its processing and 97% in
cleanliness of public toilets.

“The only score where we lost
vital points is source segregation
of waste, where we could secure
only 57%. This will be improved

is to 1h rank
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with active participation of citi-
zens when they fully segregate
the waste at home. The door-to-
door collection of solid waste is
prevalent in all 100 wards with
the helpof 752 vehicles,” Kumar
added.

New Delhi among India’s
best, but Delhi struggles
The New Delhi Municipal Couneil
region—covering Lutyens’ Delhi-
has once again been judged
among the cleanest urban areas
in the country for its population
category (50,000 to 300,000). But
the rest of the national capital has
fared far worse in the ninth edi-
tion of the Swachh Survekshan
(2024-25), The Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD), which
governs the majority of Delhi,
ranked 31st out of 44 urban local
bodies (ULBs) in the million-plus
population category.



