Push for spiritual
tourism as Ayodhya,
Mathura are in focus
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Ram Lalla temple in Ayodhya is illuminating with decorative lights
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¥ The Uttar Pradesh govt’s
push for spiritual and

religious tourism con-
tinued in the 2025-26 Budget.
Emphasising that nearly 64
crore tourists visited the sta-
te between Jan and Dec 2024,
finance minister Suresh
Khannareaffirmed state’s to-
urism potential while anno-
uncing an allocation of Rs
400 crore for the Chief Mini-
ster’'s Tourist Places Develop-
ment Scheme.

A significant portion of
this Budget is dedicated to
Ayodhya, with Rs 150 crore
set aside for developing tou-
rism infrastructure in the
temple town. Similarly, Rs125
crore has been allocated for
Mathura, Rs100 crore for Nai-
misharanya, and Rs 50 crore
for Chitrakoot. Additionally,
Rs 100 crore has been earmar-
ked for constructing roadsi-
de amenities along major sta-
te and national highways to
enhance convenience for tra-
vellers.

Khanna said that alloca-
tions have also been made for
charitable projects. “A provi-
sion of Rs 100 crore has been
made for land acquisition
and Rs 50 crore for construc-
tionaspartof the Shri Banke
Bihari Ji Maharaj Temple
Mathura-Vrindavan Corri-
dor,” hesaid.

He further noted that Rs
100 crore has been allocated
forland acquisition and anot-
her Rs 100 crore for large-sca-
le construction at the Maa
Vindhyavasini Temple, Maa
Ashtabhuja Temple,and Maa
Kali Khoh Temple in Mirza-
pur district to develop the Pa-
rikrama Path and enhance
public facilities. To further
preserve and promote reli-
gious heritage, Rs 30 crore
has been allocated for the re-
novation and reconstruction
of protected temples. Addi-
tionally, Rs 100 crore has been
sanctioned for establishing
the Ved Vigyan Kendra in Na-
imisharanya, Sitapur dis-
trict, tosupport Vedic studies
and research.



