Z5¢r grant to make
Lucknow Ist Al C1ty
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Lucknow: The Budget has al-
located Rs 5 crore to develop
Lucknow as the country’s first
artificial intelligence city.

“We have identified land
for infrastructure and essenti-
al facilities to strengthen the
Al ecosystem. Advancing the
IT sector is crucial for attrac-
ting investment to the state,”
said an official.

Former IPS officer and cy-
bersecurity expert Triveni
Singh described an Al City as
an urban area that integrates
Al to enhance infrastructure,
governance, security and pub-
lic services using machine le-
arning, bigdata, IoT and auto-
mation for improved traffic,
healthcare, waste manage-
ment and energy efficiency.

An Al City can be develo-
ped by providing a friendly en-
vironment for Al startups and
multinational companies.
This includes establishing Al-
focused economic zones with
tax benefits and innovation
hubs. Govts can support this
by offering subsidies, tax bre-
aks and Al-friendly policies to
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attract businesses. Infrastruc-
tureplaysakeyrole, requiring
high-speed internet, cloud
computing centres and Al tes-
ting labs. Additionally, Al-fo-
cused universities and trai-
ning centres can help develop
skilled professionals. To furt-
her boost growth, cities can
host AI conferences, create
public-private partnerships
and integrate Al in public ser-
vices. He said to further boost
Aldevelopment, the govtof In-
dia sanctioned Rs 10,000 crore
for the India Al Mission. In
early 2024, India saw the emer-
gence of nearly 240 generative
Al startups, ranking the co-
untry sixth globally in Al in-
novation. Officials said the
state was committed to seizing
the technological opportunity.



