UP to offer sops on
power transmission
lines for solar eway
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Lucknow:Overtwodozen lea-
ding companies from across
Indiaaswell astheglobe, came
forward to discuss the potenti-
al of a solar expressway in
Bundelkhand on Wednesday.

The meeting, convened by
the Uttar Pradesh Expresswa-
vs Industrial Development
Authority (UPEIDA) and pre-
sided over by chief secretary
Manoj Kumar Singh, also saw
stakeholders share their que-
ries and grievances.

In another positive deve-
lopment, the state govt agreed
to incentivise the cost of lay-
ing down power transmission
lines.

Under the UP Solar Energy
Policy, solar power projects
undertaken in the Bundelk-
hand and Purvanchal regions
are eligible for incentives.

For grid connectivity of
projects with the capacity to
produce more than 50 mega-
watts, the state would bear the
cost of laying down transmis-
sion lines up to 20 km.

“Stakeholders were con-
cerned about the cost they wo-
uld incur on power evacua-
tion. But we told them that the
money they would end up
spending on developing the

transmission nfrastructure
would be reimbursed once the
project is complete,” said a
UPEIDA officer.

The process of immediate
transmission of power from
the generating plant to the
arid is done through a power
evacuation facility While
most of the solar parks opera-
ted commercially are rectang-
ular in nature, private compa-
nies interested in the project
were apprehensive about in-
vesting money as infrastruc-
ture would have to be created
linearly along the 296-km long
Bundelkhand Expressway.

“Thecostof creatingtrans-
mission infrastructure and la-
ving down cables is lower on a
rectangular piece of land com-
pared to a linear field. That is
why providingincentivesises-
sential to promote the pro-
ject,” said an officer.

The Expressways Authori-
ty has floated the bid docu-
ment covering the details of
the project to engage promi-
nent solar power players. Due
to the unique nature of the
project, which is going to be
the first of its kind in the co-
untry, the Wednesday meeting
was organised to understand
the concerns of the interested
companies.



