IIT Kanpur to set up advanced defence testing
facilities for UAS and communications

IIT Kanpur's Technopark is launching advanced defence testing facilities for UAS and communication systems,
strengthening India’s defence capabilities and innovation.

IT Kanpur Technopark 1s set to play a pivotal role in bolstering India’s defence capabilities with the
establishment of cutting-edge testing infrastrueture for Unmeanned Aerial Systems [UAS) and

communication systems.

The Technopark@IITK has catered into strategic partncrships with two key Special Purpose Vehicles
(8PWs). the UAS Testing Foundation and the Communication {Defenee) Testing Foundation.

These partnerships aim to ereate advanced facilities that will foeus on two erueial defence sectors.

advaneing both national security and technelogical innovation.

The TTAS Testing Foundation is a collaborative effort involving major industry players, including Hindustan
Acronautics Limited (HAL), Bharat Elcctronics Limited (BEL), BEML, Yantra India Limited (YIL),
Godrej & Boyee Manufacturing Co. Ltd. (GIL), and EndurcAlr Systems. Similarly. the Ce ication
{Defence) Testing Foundation brings topether HAL, BEL, Advaneed Weapons and Equipment India
Limited (AWEIL), and BEML.

Both consortiums, alongside IIT Kanpur Technopark and the Uttar Pradesh Expressways Industrial

Development Authority (UPEIDA), will work to establish these state-of-the-art facilities.

These developments come under the Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS). a key mitiative by the

Ministry of Def (MoD) designed to suppert India’s d tie defence sector. The sch aims to

provide accessible, high-quality testing facilities that address the pressing needs of India’s growing defence
industry.

Prof. Manindra Agrawal, Dircctor of IIT Kanpur, highlighted the significance of this venture, noting that
the new testing facilities will strengthen India’s def: infrastruciure. “This collaboration is not only a step

towards enhancing self-reliance in defence innovation but also a vital contribution to TIT Kanpur’s role in

advancing both academic rescarch and industrial growth in the sector,” he remarked.

The Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS). 1 hed by the Ministry of Defe has been a
driving foree in the development of these testing hubs, The scheme 18 part of India’s broader efforts to build
indi defence capabilities, with the Uttar Pradesh Defenee Industrial Corridor (UPDIC) identified as

one of the focal points for such initiatives.

Cal. Sanjay Singh, Chief General Manager of UPDIC. emphasized that the establishment of these advanced

14

testing centres would not only the resource-intensive naturc of R&D in the defence industry but

also set the stage for future eertification capabilities.



