Rs 4000 crore UAE
investment to boost
U.P’s fisheries sector
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LUCKNOW : Uttar Pradesh is set
to transform its fisheries sector
with a Rs 4,000 crore investment
from UAE’s Aqua Bridge Group,
marking one of the largest for-
eign investments in India’s aqua-
culture industry.

The project aims to establish a
state-of-the-art fish farming eco-
system, integrating advanced
technology, research, and struc-
tured market linkages.

The project, proposed in
Unnao district’s Saraiya village
under the UP Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (UPIDA), will
extend across six districts—Sita-
pur, Hardoi, Unnao, Ayodhya,
Barabanki, and Rae Bareli.

A dedicated fish farming clus-
ter in Unnao will anchor the
project, focusing on intensive
aquaculture, Al-driven fisheries
management, and export-ori-
ented production.

“The Intensive Aquaculture
Farm & Aquatic Research Cen-

tre in Unnao will drive modern
fish feed production, post-har-
vest processing, and training for
farmers,” said Jai Prakash Singh,
coordinator of the UP Diversified
Agriculture Support Project
(UPDASP).

He added that a formal mem-
orandum of understanding
between the UAE firm and the
state government is expected
soon.Unlike conventional invest-
ments prioritising production,
this project integrates research-
driven aquaculture with
Al-based farming techniques—a
first for UP.

“The investment is expected
to double the state’s fish produc-
tion capacity while generating
employment for one lakh indi-
viduals, including 34,000 fish-
farming families. Additionally,
one lakh farmers will receive
training in modern aquaculture
practices,” Sunil Singh, a fisher-
ies expert with UPDASP said.

The project will also focus on
developing hatcheries for Indian
major carp, exotic fish species,

Comprehensive
project includes

e Development of 20,000
hectares of ponds and
37 reservoirs spanning
56,000 hectares

e Establishment 0f 1,700
smart fish production
units

e Construction of modern
fish feed plants

@ Installation of post-
harvest management
and fish marketing
systems

e Training facilities for
approximately one lakh
fish farmers

@ Integration of Al-based
farming technologies

and other commercially viable
varieties, ensuring long-term
growthin the fisheries sector, he
added.



