ODOP rise: From streets to
stall at U.P. int’'l trade show
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LUICKMOW: T Criree Destrict One
Prodepce {000 stali a the Uitar
Pradesh International Trade
Sherw (UPITS) 2024 i Greater
Motda s turning oot to be a
croved puller.

Umece freced ino oblivion due
to neghect, ODOF artisans ane
niey sharing thedr suceess storkes
at the irade show that got wisder
way on September 25 and will
contnue tl Seprember 249,

Sohit Kumar Prajapat of
Aznregarhwas a stireet verdor [n
Mumbai whera he osed 1o sell
bhelpor. Speclalising n Black
potery, & family traditlon for
generatons, Sehit faced toagh
times in Mumbal

Kumar remermed to his home
town during the Covid pan-
dembe, With government back-
Ing, Sahit's rraditienal business
of blkack pomery was revived. He
oven had the oppormunity to rep-
resent hig craftin Switzerlamd.

Today, at the UPITS-2024,
Sohit's flourishing  business
sraiuils a5 & festarment o the see-
cess of the ODOF scheme.

Banda distriet s fameas for s
jewedlery crafied from “Shazar®
stones. Dwarika Frasad Sharma
of Banda, who las long been
Involved in the trade, recalls a
tme when Banda beasted of 80
faciories dedicated o this craf
Hivwever, due to neglect. this tra-
ditional craff almost becare
extinct and onby three factories
survived. "In 2087, the Yogi gos-
ernment Sepped in, bresthing a
aiew Hife into the fading business
by incheding it in the ODOP
scheme. With the support of
beans, subsidies and govern-
meent-provided stalls At varkous
exhibitions, the industry began
o recover, sabd Sharmes.

“Shazar” stome prodiscts even
galmed international attention
when PM Narendrs Modi gifted
theem b -7 dlbgnizamies. “Thanks
to this government’s [nerven-
tlon, the business has since
growm by 50 1o 60 percent,” sald
Sharma whose stall arthe mrade

show s drawing huge crowd

The giass handicrafts stall az
the ODOP pavilion is gaining
atfentéon from visiors. Seall
aperator Pragish Kumar, who
has beem in the business since
11, recalls how i earlier days,
very few people kmiesw about his
craft. However, with the Yogi
Bovernment's promoetson of the
briesiiess ipnsder the ODOP Lnida-
tve. people became familiar
with this craft. Pratish Eurmar
recedved a loan of B 5 lakh from
the state government which
allowed him to purchase
machinery and expand his bust-
ness Kamal Ahuga from Banda
district shares a similar story.
Fuzrsing & skl festuring midbet-
migen] enohdies at the OO0 panl-
lon, Abnaja thanked the smge aov-
ernment for (s suppere

Ahujs sources millet and
Jovwar from local farmers to pro-
duce sugar-fres cooldes and with
a loan frem the government, he
irmvested in packaging machines.
Ty, his products are exported
e Dubal, Nepal and Bhagan.

O the frst day of the trade
show, even Vice President Jagd-
eep Dhanitar and UP chief min-
Ister Yool Adstyanath wisited his
stall. Shipra Sharma's sl has
b o padat of anraction a:
the rads show. She has crea-
thvedy fused Madhuband, Lippan
and hMamdala art oo discanded
Dogules.

Shdpra, who bepan practising
Lippan art as a hobby seven
years ago, tarmed her passion
Into a thriving business with
support from the stae govern-
ment Shie credits the Yogl gov-
ermment for promotdng wonsen
enreprenesrs and allowing her
iy shaey s e prodiscts at the
trade show.

The D Development
S e
Ing deaf and mute children, has
also seen remarkable progress
under the Yogi government.

Manpreet Kaor, a representa-
tive of the soclety, shared that
these children were honoured
with the Bani Laymihal Awnrd
in 08

o Thiersday.
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Vistors during'l:heind eilltion of Unar Pradesh Intermational Trade Shiow 2024, in Greater Nolda,
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New avenues open for budding bizmen

LUCKNOW: The UE Interna-
twnal Trade Show-20024 ts prove-
ing to be s game-changer for
budding entreprensurs. At the
India Expo Centre and Mart in
Gereater Molda cut of $00 expar-
ers In the export pavilion, Z'7
are first tmers.

Majority of these exporters
launched their venture rwo-
three vears ago and thelr prod-
et havve garmered interest from
bauyers at the exhibition setting
e seage for future growth.

Dillp Chauhean, 3 young entre-
premeur from Stddhomhnagar
and founder of Divyan Aahar,
lefta promésing career as a char-
tered acoountant wo launch his
startup. His prodoct ‘Kala
Namak' rice has recelved an
owerwhelming response. As per
Clemshan, the stabe goveimment's
efforts o promote startups have
supported young business own-
ers like him His product, a part
of the ODOP indtiative, has got
amtracted both domestie and
Internationad iyers. Chanhn
credits this success 1o the gov-
Ernment’s conaistent Supgort

and eneeITEEEmENT

CGaargl Gaur, a resident of Mat-
huers snad founder of Ching Mit
India, Is equally excited showt
having the TEunley o shaew-
case her products. She said this
was the second time ber brand (s
gerting pood reviews a1 an event
af such a beg scale.

“We recelved visits from many
baying agencies fasz tme and
this year, we are rore enthasias-
the becawse, along with Indian
buayers, international visitors are
alsg attending. The positive
resproise we have received sofar
muikces this trade Glr anexcetlent
opportiendty for us,” Gargl added.

Saharsh Eumar, a young
emtrepreneur from Gorakhpur
specilising in terracatta prod-
wets, is also excited by positive
response. “B2E sessions at the
trade shom e been incrod by
valuahle " hesaid.

“I had the chance o connect
with numerous exposters and
car products heeee received great
feedback. Hecently, we began
EXPOCTNG [0 oountmies such as
Germany, Nepal and Australia.

These exhibitions give 1w much-
nicedied wisthilioy whech ks o meas
sive apporunity for groweh.”
Burmar added.

Kird, & Vrindawvan-basec
entreprenaur from Mathurs
whi anderafis clothes for del-
thes, expressed her gratoude to
the state gover nmsent for provid-
ing a platformn at the trade show

“Hedng part of this event s 2
slgnificant schievement for me
I participated at the first expe
last year and the response was
overwheiming and this year i
o different.” she shared.

“This is niy second thme at the
mwade failr and the response con-
tines 5o be fantastic, whethes
fromm intermationg buyers, BEXE
chents ar wholesale customer:
within Indss and abread,” Kirt
safd. “We're seeing visizors from
Delfl-NCR. Hangna, Punjab and
nieariny areas, They are showing
great imerest in our Bhagwan i
stall. | am thankdful 1o the state
governumient for offering us suck
4 valushle placform wo showcase
ol products on a large seale,”
shie added. HTE



