Explore the soul of Indla
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Uttar Pradesh is a mosaic of multicultural experiences. With a rich heritage, distinct

geographical identity and myriad attractions, the state is among the most popular
tourist destinations in the world. Read on...
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ndin’s most populons state, Uttar Pradesh
& melting pot of k and

tourist attractions.”

The capital of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, ls
also a major hub of eulture and history, and
wvisitors find plenty of things to do here. Ash-
ish Goel, 4 Inwl vloguer savs, “There are

1 old t

religions, it embodies the very essence of
Indin’s rich heritoge. From the majestic Tuj
Mshalmthehob'mlwoﬁ!mnam the state has

iom for any tourist

secking to delve into the heart of the country.

TRAVEL TALE

Uttar Pradesh embodies the spirit of India.
Itis home to holy rivers, important religious
sites, ancient cities full of wonder and wis-
dom. Jessien Hunt, a tourist from the US,
who is a frequent visitor to the state, says,
“UF tells us of an India that iz rooted in an-
cient tales, an India whose history is rich and
anointed with mamerous glaries. 1t speaks of
Buddhism. Hinduism, Islam. and everything
mystical. Two of India’s holiest rivers flow
through this state. The iconic Taj Mahal by
the Yamuna, and is certainly one of the most
beautiful places to visit, Visiting the Taj is a
dream-come-trise. It is an incredible marhle
strueture, a symbol of love,”

She continues, “I have visiled Varanasi
three times. The city is home to many old
temples and its main attraction is the Riv-
er Ganga, upon which one can sail, and also
offer pravers. Gorakbmath temple, Kushmi

ildings that are a

Uttar Pradesh offers
numerous spiritual
experiences, from attending
the Ganga Aarti in Varanasi
to taking a holy dip at the
Sangam in Prayagraj. The
slate has been a beacon for
spiritual seekers, pilgrims,
and travellers from across
the globe, offering a unique
blend of ancient traditions,
mystical rivers, and

revered pilgrimage sites

testament to the Mughal and colonial times.
A tourist in the city ought to visit the Bara
k a site that dates back to the

forest and Gita Vatika in Gorkhpur are major

16th century. It houses the Asafi Mosque, an
exceptional cxample of Mughal architecture,
Lucknow's British Residency is an enduring
reminder of Rritish colonial presence in In-
dia and a must-visit attraction in the city.”

SPIRITUAL GATEWAY

Uttar Prodesh is known for its many an-
cient temples, including those in Ayodhys,
Mathura, and Vrindavan, which

are mentioned in Hindu ep-
ics like the Rumayana, the
Mahsbharata, and the A
Bhagavad Gita Jiten-

dra Singh, histerian,
says, “Kashi Vishwa-
nuth Temple, locuted
in Varanasi, is one
of the world's most
famous Hindu sane-
luaries.  Mathura,

Lord Krishna's birthplace, holds great spir-
itual significance for devotees. Shri Knshna
Janmabhoomi Temple marks the precise
location where Lord Krishna is claimed to
hawve been born. Ayodhya, Lord Ham's hirth-
"]w haszk i ] “frmhand
dt:vnllcm o mﬂ]\nl\s of Hindus. Today, Ayo-
dhya remains an important spiritual site for
Hindus, attracting around one lakh devolees
every day to pay their respects to Lond Ram
and seel his blessings.

Vrindavan is home to Banke Biharl Tem-
ple. This temple is devoted to Lord Krishna
a5 the ‘Divine Lover'. Sarnath, in Varanagi, is
where Lord Buddha gave his first sermon af-
terachieving. enlbghlenmenl. Dhamek Stupa,
an ancient Buddh
the profiound teachings of Buddhism.”
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